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THE FAMILY 


Bishop Bigirumwami was born 
in Ruanda, December 23, 1904, of 
Catholic parents. His father and 
mother are direct descendants of 
the ancient Bami of Gisaka. They 
lost their family possessions with 
the annexation of Gisaka to Ruan- 
da. However, they transmitted in- 
tact, purified by the reverse of for- 
tune, all the moral benefits of their 
ancestors: a grand nobleness of 
character, a charming simplicity, a 
sense of honor, a deep sentiment 
of honesty, of fidelity, and of jus- 
tice, a great strictness of morals, 
the scorn of worldly gain and 
greatness. On this solid foundation 
were added a grand intelligence, 
a remarkable aptitude to assume 
responsibilities, to organize and 
proceed with ability and delicacy. 
In the calm atmosphere of this 
family the young Aloys was 
raised. 

He was the witness of the excel- 
lent example of his father, Joseph 
Rukamba, who, in 1921, when 
urged by the British to assume au- 
thority over the Gisaka firmly re- 
fused in order to keep his allegi- 
ance to Mwami, (the king), of 
Ruanda, to whom he had sworn 
fidelity. Joseph Rukamba was one 
of the first converts to Christian- 
ity when the White Fathers ar- 


His Excellency, Bishop Bigirumwami 


Apostolic Vicar of Nyundo 


An African, Paul Mukenzi, tells 
the story of his own Bishop. 


rived in 1900. He is listed No. 6 
on the first register of baptisms at 
Zaza, and he made Christianity a 
directing influence in his life. His 
natural gifts prepared him for the 
reception of the Gospel which he 
embraced and never turned aside 
henceforth. With the same fidelity 
and loyalty as he had served his 
king, he now serves God. 

His wife, endowed with a strong 
personality, did not wish to be- 
come a Christian at the beginning. 
Only later, when she became con- 
vinced of the holiness of the new 
Doctrine, did she become a Catho- 
lic. 

AN EXCELLENT 
EDUCATION 


The education of the young 
Aloys was at the same time strong 
and affectionate. His father taught 
him to dominate his emotions and 
passions. He trained him to over- 
come difficulties, to have respect 
for those in authority, to have 
compassion for the unfortunate, 
and he gave him to understand the 
importance and beauty of doing 
his work well and of always being 
faithful to his word. Likewise he 
taught his son to evaluate things 
rightly and not to be swayed by 
circumstances and to recognize in 
all matters the course of Imana 
(Providence). 


Deg Rae oo pi". 9 eee. «>, x Besa 23 4? “SS. cee” et Se ee ie 
a ag Ys See ee Teese oe 5 & eae a . fee aa i 
i. 
; 
“ { 
| ; 
et 
F 
= 
aa 
ye ¥ 
or 3 
cae 
bs 
so 
28 2 Soe Eig iris. 2 Si, Gai ai Ti aa rie oe A 0 eee f 
Et eee ener ie eee’ ea eee = he 
CA ieg 3 Sn Bees tee ie s.°, ' ieaa a Se as te aa % % 
eee te Sprcaanaaae ee co = Ce rn ee ores 1 eS bY _ 
ete S0 i Ee or i iC oh aie eae «| oo Lag = a 


Always with a smile, Bishop Bigirumwami keeps his priests smiling as well. 


It was during the most pleasant 
days of his childhood that the most 
important lessons were forming 
his young soul. Joseph offered to 
God his first-born when he reached 
the age of ten. It was a solemn 
moment for the young child, re- 
flecting his whole life, when his 
father led him to the minor semin- 
ary and presented him to the Su- 
perior. 


THE YOUNG PRIEST 

It was Father Donders, a Ger- 
man White Father, who seemed to 
have prolonged and deepened the 
education the young seminarist 
had received in his family, an edu- 
cation strong and virile and yet 
leaving in the heart its sensibility. 
His influence on Brother Aloys 
seems to have left a lasting mark. 
On becoming a Bishop, His Excel- 
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lency went to see and embrace the 
elderly Father Donders, retired at 
the Seminary of Kipalapala in 
Tanganyika. 

After his Ordination, Father 
Aloys worked in several missions 
and at the Seminary of Kabgayi 
and then was named Superior of 
the mission of Murumba in 1933. 
A year before he was elevated to 
the Episcopacy by a Pontifical de- 
gree in February, 1952, he was 
changed to the mission of Nyundo. 


THE BISHOP— 
A SIMPLE AND ACTIVE LIFE 
Everybody was happy with this 
nomination. Its missionary impor- 
tance was capital. The White 
Fathers rejoiced to see a priest of 
the country given the power to 
govern a portion of the CHURCH 


and ready to act with competence 


es, .. ea eal hoe ae 
tat es ome ee ae ge Abies. 2 ill ali i 
Vogue om. eee a ee ala me au si oe ae ete 
* : Mate maroc pot oa oe Dae eae heer " i fie) So page Sette 
ee Pease sf 8 ee gs 7 ose 
8 ars ae Lh hig ae oe hoe CE ier ia ke: Beate oS 
i ee ee ce, 
te mh ’ . a | 
, e mes ‘ NI 3 
id i — : o 
re i “ loin a ; | 
J : oe a - s . . a 
mg ry re > k, Py 
; em » Bechuh a Pi 
i * . — ° Ay tp 
- i } Fats " a | 
3 ah es ae ob ale 
a hs Per ti, " ee so 
S = Be “lt - a) ae 
; “. x ee et on : ; i 
—. . ; ee ie ow ¥ inde? 
3 Tee kioetl i i . “eS 1 ares 
Ae BL ee eee ice —, & 
: ; ‘ ia SE a ee be "a . 
4 = ah See a? a eb = ‘ P s 
Y = cee, Sie} § ae. ae eer ee: ; ‘ NM 
3 a. ae fice ot Ee i: 7 Ss — : oe 
=) Cag Sal a aan ee ae foe Se ae ig 
ee \ Bite oe te. (ese . f j rf 3 
= i ¥ . i co: = iia ste es. 
; 3 :% cg a > eee 4 
ze *, x : fi é , et ys : t = 
e \ 3 : eet Pee f : 
: : ‘ Pe aed ; a 
"4 veg Fe 3 Soe : xs 
8 Mis ¥ y Poe Renee aaa a 
; Y Sem os * ¥ ‘anne ah 
Q : oe ae : ¥ a 
; : cee ee Ba eee bh a a 
i 4 * LV as ue ; ate 2 aa per A a ; 
“ : hey Raa zt eo 1G ¥ ¥ 
z ae SEE: : ay , ay ; ; 
2 : os as a. ee  f!} big he eh s ol 
: "gy a Tae a ae i rk | 
E oe ; ag lars a oe %. = | 
‘ ne 5 ‘ aera ee aegis: eae m f 3° § ‘ : 
¥ rapa he Se pres ee 3 > be 
2 yak, Sia! 2 a . : t a 
me ca : e Gee as a - I : an 
¥ S cs ; SN ght ae ire S “eee ees : a aoe 
2 a 2: ies a ; cs ; oe eee ge bes 2 ote 
: ae ¢ CL OE oe eee ‘Pe ho 
i i rise toa ee ene yee 4 = eo ee Oe 
ais eran een G ee: : ees hae pe ee i eae oy foes 8 hay 
el ' Rade: asset maine Pate or a eee, eee CaS Sma 
le ‘ Sees ae a ce oe | ne erage eri meee. (2 Se ee AN 


and according to the reactions of 
the African people. His Excellency 
had always been known as a priest 
simple, self-effacting in his ways. 

His life passes simply in the 
midst of his people. Rising very 
early in the morning, he is at 
church with his priests and prays 
kneeling for 45 minutes. After say- 
ing Mass, he breakfasts lightly and 
then goes to his room, where any- 
one can visit him. The Bishop is 
always found smiling, alert and 
ready to receive all and, with an 
astonishing facility, he finds a so- 
lution for their cares. 

His Excellency’s presence is 
felt wherever he goes. One might 
find him in a workyard, in a room 
of catechumens, in his confession- 
al, at Nyundo or in another mis- 
sion. He has a remarkable capac- 
ity for work and he is tenacious 
under a simple and natural exter- 
ior. He writes and makes transla- 
tions and keeps up a vast corres- 
pondence with his friends and 
benefactors. 

After his Consecration, Bishop 
Bigirumwami had to face a tre- 
mendous task which he had to ac- 
complish with scant earthly means. 
He did not waste time pondering 
over difficulties. 


COOPERATION, A 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE 
As chief associate in the carry- 
ing out of his tremendous task, 
Bishop Bigirumwami chose Our 
Lady of Banneux, the maiden of 
the poor, and placed the vicariate 
under her protection. With her 
support, he goes ahead, avoiding, 
and sometimes withstanding, os- 
tentatious display. In the perform- 
ance of his task he is assisted by 


a small group of co-workers: 
White Fathers, and African 
priests, White Sisters, members of 
religious orders and lay people. 
His plans are based on the prin- 
ciple that in his vicariate, the 
apostolate cannot be successfully 
carried on without a sincere coop- 
eration between Africans and 
Europeans. Through his influence, 
some Europeans are placed with- 
in communities of African priests; 
he ascertains that the collective 
development of the natural endow- 
ments allotted to each race, mani- 
fests the Catholicity of the 
Church, and guarantees superior 
results. Europeans need Africans 
in order to understand the spirit 
underlying the African outlook. On 
the other hand, Africans need a 
contact with Europeans in order 
to be imbued with the Christian 
spirit and the Christian virtues of 
which our missionaries set an 
example. 

Being a practical man, Bishop 
Bigirumwami called women lay 
missionaries to his assistance. Be- 
longing to the laity, they could be 
integrated more easily within the 
masses. Being women, they pos- 
sess the secret of love—and love 
is one of the most important fac- 
tors in education. 


The press and public opinion 
are vehemently discussing about 
the racial problem; little by little, 
Bishop Bigirumwami is solving it. 
May his teachings bring about the 
desired results. 

The future is promising, for 
Bishop Bigirumwami is with the 
Lord, and the forces of evil shall 
not impede the fulfillment of his 
mission. 
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She 


WOMEN OF RUANDA 
Yesterday mad Today 


By SISTER GERDA, W.S. 


The Mahutu tribe was looked down upon by the Mututsi. 
Their mentality has changed since the penetration of Christianity. 


HIDDEN JEWEL OF 
HER HUSBAND 

What was the noble woman of 
Ruanda, some thirty years ago? 
Hidden from the world, the Mutu- 
tsi wife was the jewel of her hus- 
band. 

The Mututsi, frequently chief of 
one or more hills, might well walk 
proudly over every slope; his wife, 
however, knew only the hut and 
its enclosure, the fields and the 
cattle. “The world is a man’s 
house, but the house is a woman’s 
world.” 

This is what honor and prestige 
required of her, for the Mututsi 
wife was already respected even 
before the European infiltration. 

Remarkably beautiful and ele- 
gant in her soft, graciously draped 
robes, she led a very secluded 
life. But in the home she is almost 
her husband’s equal, she has her 
own word to say in the household 
and her advice is followed. 

Her good breeding, enhanced 
by a remarkable self control, make 
her thoughts, her intimate feelings 
impenetrable. 

At that time, the Matutsi prac- 
ticed a limited polygamy, but in 
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Ruanda this took on a particular 
aspect which greatly changed the 
wife’s situation. 

The wives of the “Mutware” 
(great chief) rarely lived together. 
Each one had her home on one of 
the chief’s hills, and directed the 
farming thereon. The husband 
spent various lengths of time with 
each one of them. One can then 
see how great an influence they 
had on their children’s education. 


THE MUTUTSI WIFE 
AS DAY GOES BY 

Up at dawn, the servants care- 
fully sweep the interior courtyard, 
it must be clean when the chief ar- 
rives. 

The mistress of the house and 
the young girls arise somewhat 
later and pass considerable time 
dressing: their hairdo requires 
very special care. The girls’ hairdo 
is similar to that of the men, but 
the wife has her hair in a tuft. 

The Mututsi wife then observes 
the code of good manners in her 
small kingdom. Her first greeting, 
with speech full of deference, is 
for her husband. Then she goes on 
to watch the servants who clean 
the huts, shake the mats and re- 
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new the fine grass which serves 
as a carpet. 


But now the men come back 
from the stables, carrying the 
wooden containers filled with the 
precious milk. The husband—in 
his absence, the wife—must touch 
the jugs. They are then given to 
the young girls who take care of 
them. 

The milk is always used when 
curdled and vigorously beaten; it 
is the principal mainstay in the 
Batutsi’s diet. 

The chief then takes his pipe, 
or rather he has it brought to him 
by a servant, and then, escorted 


by a few men he goes to the fields. 
He watches not only over his own 
fields but also over those of his 
vassals, the Bahutus. The latter 
must, by their taxes, provide for 
the expenses of their master’s 
household. Let us note that by 
household we mean what ancient 
Rome understood by the “gens”, 
the family in the broad sense of 
the word, all living at the expense 
of the patriarchal leader. 

As for the wife, she has a very 
active share, with her husband, in 
the management of the land. In 
his absence, it is she who directs 
the work to be done. The head of 
the family will usually not dispose 
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of the harvest without asking her 
advice. 

Should a visitor arrive, the Mu- 
tutsi wife disappears timidly in 
her alcove, as required by an an- 
cestral custom. Should her hus- 
band be absent, she will receive 
the visitor, but outside the hut. 

At midday everybody rests, 
after this the women and the 
young girls busy themselves weav- 
ing very fine basket work. 

The clay mosaics with which 
the mistress of the house decorates 
the center of the hut is at times 
truly remarkable for the elegance 
of the designs and the selection of 
colors. 


Happy mother 
shows her baby to 
Sister. The white 
band encircling her 
head is a diadem 
of maternity in 
Ruanda. 


The panels, the mats, the bas- 
kets with their oddly pointed lids, 
the decorated milk jugs, all these 
give a certain artistic and pleasing 
originality to the chiefs’ huts. 
MOTHERHOOD: 

HONOR AND JOY 

The life of a Mututsi wife is 
really noble and dignified; but we 
have not yet mentioned what 
makes her honor and her joy, 
what she considers to be her prin- 
cipal mission: motherhood. 

Each child’s birth, especially 
that of the first son, increases her 
prestige, also her treasures since on 
that occasion her husband always 
offers her a generous gift. 
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She values highly the esteem of 
her master whom she respects in- 
finitely. One can find a proof of 
this in the women’s greeting as 
they meet “Mugire umwami,” you 
have a lord, “Turamugira”, yes, 
we have one, is the answer. 


THE GREAT CONTRIBUTION 
OF CHRISTIANITY 

Living in the midst of paganism, 
the Mututsi wife remained for- 
merly somewhat disowned. 

With the mass conversion of the 
nobility of Ruanda, polygamy has 
completely disappeared and the 
prestige of the wife was thereby 
greatly increased. 

The Christian Mututsi wife has 
lost nothing of her grace and her 
distinction, but she became more 
humble: at church she kneels and 
mixes with the Bahutu women. 
One can see her attend the weekly 
meetings and religious instructions 
grouping the women by hills. 

With a tact that christianity 
could only refine, she waits for her 
turn at the baby clinic, at the hy- 
giene lessons, at the dispensary, 
and the Sister-nurse, concerned 
that the people of the land keep 
their respect for authority and 
hierarchy, must invite her to come 
in, 

There is yet more, and these ex- 
amples are too indicative to ig- 
nore them: at Save, as it is, by 
the way, the case all over Ruanda, 
the big church is swept and kept 
up by the christian women. The 
groups change weekly and each 
group has its turn about four times 
a year. 

The Batutsi women make it a 
point of honor to take place faith- 
fully among the workers. During 
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lent, mindful of doing penance— 
virtue which too often rings an- 
noyingly in worldly ears—wives 
of the great chiefs join the chris- 
tians in the upkeep of the ceme- 
tery. 

To the careful observer these 
minor facts bear a wealth of prom- 
ise for the future of the people of 
Ruanda. 


NOBILITY OBLIGES 
Everywhere the Mututsi wife 
reveals herself to be what she has 
always been: the one who is the 
leader and she becomes gradually 
aware of the potentialities in ac- 
tion. This feeling of her superior- 
ity which, during the reign of pa- 
ganism was at the basis of her 
imperfections and often of her 
vices, becomes, now purified by 
christianity, the source of true 
sanctity and of a more widespread 
influence. She feels honored to be 
a member of the Legion of Mary: 
one can see her scouring the hills, 
visiting the sick in their huts, but 
especially trying openly to help 
the neophytes to live according to 
christian principles, and to have 
them rule in their homes. She tries 
to bring back those who stray 
from the right path, to attract 
those who still are not aware of it. 
Dating farther back and having 
proven their worth are the religi- 
ous vocations which flowered 
among the elite. The number of 
Batutsi Benebikira is_ relatively 
much higher than that of the Ba- 
hutus. The breach which separated 
the two tribes finds itself com- 
pletely brokén and one has seen 
an entire community of Batutsi 
nuns cordially submit themselves 
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to the Mahutu Sister who was 
called to be their superior. 


CONCLUSION 

Tomorrow, Imana (God) alone 
knows, but it is the formation of 
its elite that will best assure the 
future of Ruanda. 


The already high status of the 
Ruanda wife in the pagan envir- 
onment has prepared her in a very 
special way for the role that is 
hers in her country. 

Her influence on her subordin- 
ates, in her home, as well as in the 
upbringing of her children, could 


Makes no differ- 
ence to what tribe 
they belong. they 
are sisters in 


Christ. 


be of highest importance if how- 
ever she shows herself equal to 
the task. 


The advanced stage already 
reached in the men’s education, 
which will soon grant them uni- 
versity diplomas, stresses even 
more the urgency of a careful 
formation of the feminine elite. 


By making its talents more 
fruitful, grace gives hope for an 
increasingly happier evolution, in 
which according to the inclinations 
of the Ruanda soul, the material 
values will remain subordinate to 
the spiritual. 
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This bright student identifies her country on the Globe. 
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Schools directed by the White Sisters 


It was in 1906 that the White 
Sisters founded their first mission 
in Urundi; three years later, Ru- 
anda also welcomed them. From 
the beginning they busied them- 
selves with the girls’ education, 
and this according to the customs 
of that time, that is to say with 
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few material facilities and a great 


deal of good will. 


The following report will prove 
that during the last fifty years 
teaching in Ruanda-Urundi has 
gone ahead. The White Sisters - 
take care of nearly 10,000 pupils 
in elementary and_ secondary 
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schools which comprise about one- 


sixth of the total number of 
school-age girls in Ruanda-Urundi. 


This is already an imposing 
number, yet how small when one 
thinks of the rising tide of school- 
age youth in the two countries of 
about six million inhabitants, 
whose love for studies is awaken- 
ing and developing. Fortunately 
other religious communities came 
to help this youth. Let us not for- 
get the African Sisters in charge 
of several schools in Ruanda-Urun- 
di. 

In Ruanda-Urundi, as in the 
Congo, school attendance is not 
compulsory. As a matter of fact, 
there exists no restrictive law con- 
cerning the education of girls. Cus- 
tom, granting to the African wo- 
man the care and the upkeep of 
the family, forms no unsurmount- 
able obstacle to school attendance. 


Already an increasing number 
of parents indicate a sincere desire 
for the education and instruction 
of their girls. The very gratifying 
presence of pupils in the mission 
schools is ample proof of it. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 


Our elementary schools are des- 
tined for negro children, except 
two, those in Astrida and Usum- 
bura, which, at first, were reserved 
for Europeans but have since be- 
come interracial, and this without 
any detriment, on the contrary, 
to the greater benefit of the pupils. 


In the schools for negro chil- 
dren only, Kiswahili, Kirundi and 
Kinyarwanda are the languages 
used in class, except in Usumbura 
where the mixture of tribes and 


languages makes it more urgent to 
resort to French as the communi- 
cation language, and this to the 
great joy of parents and pupils, 
both equally anxious to progress 
and to get closer to the European 
level. 

The teaching methods are 
about the same as those used in 
Belgium, with a stress on the ac- 
tive methods which, with their ap- 
peal to the mental and physical 
energy as well as to the initiative 
of the child, seem so much more 
desirable for the African girls who 
are rather passive. 


SCHOOLS FOR MONITORS: 

We direct two of them: ane at 
Bukeye in Urundi and one at Save 
in Ruanda. Upon completing their 
elementary studies the best pupils 
are sent there, the most receptive 
and stable ones. They are destined 
to become the intellectual elite of 
the country. 


They study for four years; this 
will permit them to teach in an 
elementary school, or even with an 
additional year of training, they 
can direct the school completely 
as is the case for the African 
Sisters. 


In these schools for African 
monitors, there is a special empha- 
sis on the proper pedagogic train- 
ing, and efforts are made that this 
be not done at the expense of 
general culture. An ever increasing 
importance is given to French 
which is becoming the accepted 
official language in all the second- 
ary schools. The results obtained 
are even now excellent and give 
proof of the special capacities of 
these girls for the teaching career. 
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HOME ECONOMICS 
SCHOOLS: 


One at Mugera in Urundi and 
one at Nyanza in Ruanda. These 
schools have a mixed program, 
half junior high and half home 
economics. The pupils are accept- 
ed upon their completion of ele- 
mentary school; we prefer that 
these girls come from well-to-do 
families so as to keep them up to 
their own social level; that is why 
these schools are almost exclusive- 
ly for the daughters of chiefs, sub- 
chiefs, government employees and 
educated Africans. 


POST PRIMARY HOME 
ECONOMICS SCHOOL 


The White Sisters direct two of 
them in Urundi, Bukeye and Mu- 
yara, and two in Ruanda at Zaza 
and Astrida. They are destined for 
the majority of girls graduating 
from the elementary schools. They 
aim, in the rural districts, to im- 
bue the future village and farmer 
wives with a true farming mental- 
ity along the road to progress. 

In the largely populated centers, 
these schools develop in the pupil 
a closer sense of family and social 
life in urban surroundings. 

These schools render excellent 
services by completing a good 
basic elementary education with a 
thorough course in home econom- 
ics, where cutting, sewing, cooking, 
farming, form the better part of 
the curriculum. 

After three years of studies the 
pupils receive a diploma allowing 
them to teach in the first two ele- 
mentary grades. The acquired 
knowledge will especially help 
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It is a great pleasure for this student 
to be able to knit. 


them to found their homes on a 
solid basis and to keep house in a 
suitable way. This course in home 
economics provides the biggest 
hopes for a rapid feminine pro- 
motion in Ruanda-Urundi. 


ANCIENT AND MODERN 
HUMANITIES 

Besides the above mentioned 
secondary schools we must point 
out that, beginning with the school 
year 1955-56, the White Sisters 
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began a section on ancient and 
modern humanities at the Inter- 
racial Institute of Usumbura. The 
first year, four African girls reg- 
istered for the courses and, at the 
end of the school year, their suc- 
cess ranked them high in their 
class. A class of twenty students 
which had nothing to envy the 
United Nations, for it grouped 
into a complete family atmosphere 
8 Walloons, 4 Flemish, 2 Portu- 
guese, 1 Italian, 1 Greek, 1 Con- 
golese, 1 Murundi and 2 Buyar- 
wanda. 


SCHOOLS FOR NURSES 

In Ruanda, at Kabgayi, the 
school is for mid-wives only. One 
or two additional years after ele- 
mentary school are necessary to be 
admitted. 

The studies, conducted in 
French, are spread over a three- 
year period and combine courses 
in theory with practical exercises. 

In Urundi, at Kitega, there is a 
school for hospital nurses. The di- 
ploma is obtained after three years 
of study followed by two years of 
internship in hospitals. 


Mid-wives play an important role in the lives of their people. 
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Sr. St. Ghislaine 
reports the 
Silver Jubilee 
celebrations of 
the King and 


Queen of Ruanda. 
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morable Day 
in 
Ruanda 
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For several weeks bulldozers 
had been active close to our school, 
levelling off a nearby hill which 
was to be known as “Stadium Mu- 
tara III”. At last all was ready. 
Four massive triumphal archways 
spanned the main roads, and the 
whole area was alive with flags. 
On the immense platform three 
spacious stands had been deco- 


rated to welcome the 2,500 guests. 

At three o’clock on Saturday 
morning we awoke to the roll of 
the Royal Drums. As the King 
wished to receive Holy Commun- 
ion, Mass was celebrated at 5:30 
a.m. by Bishop Bigirumwami. As- 
sisting were the King, the Queen 
and the Queen Mother. 

At seven o'clock the procession 


The Royal Pages are renowned for their dancing. 
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which was to accompany the royal 
personages was formed. Heading 
the cortege were the splendid fig- 
ures of the King’s guard, arrayed 
in new khaki uniforms with the 
tasteful accessories of white belts, 


sashes, gloves, and _ gleaming 
spears. Following close behind 
came the Batutsi doing a slow 
march in excellent formation. 


Their apparel included shields, 
spears, and broad swords, to signi- 
fy their function as traditional 
arms’ carriers. Students in white 
uniforms, delegations from a mul- 
titude of religious and civil socie- 
ties, princes and princesses fol- 
lowed. Finally came the jubilarians 
of the day. In the stands I noticed 
the ex-Governor General and the 
god-father of the King newly ar- 
rived from Belgium for the cele- 
brations, also several prominent 
officials from neighboring coun- 
tries. On their arrival the Royal 
Family were welcomed by their 
Excellencies, Bishop Perraudin and 
Bishop Bigirumwami, and_ the 
Vice-Governor General represent- 
ing King Baudouin of Belgium. 

Bishop Perraudin celebrated 
the Mass on an improvised altar 
made of three drums, (they say 
in Ruanda, the drum is the symbol 
of Royalty.) Bishop Bigirumwami 
delivered the sermon for the occa- 
sion. He recalled the feast of the 
day and compared Ruanda to an- 
cient Rome, where the two Apos- 
tles Peter and Paul were mar- 
tyred, and where the Emperor 
Constantine gave full freedom to 
the Church. King Mutara, the new 
“Constantine” declared several 
years ago that the best Banyar- 
wanda were the Christians, and 
having been baptized himself con- 
secrated his kingdom to Christ the 
King. Where it was in his power, 
he encouraged the growth of the 
Church. His Excellency insisted 
on the practice of justice and 
charity and terminated his address 
with a prayer for the King. 


After Holy Mass the Royal 
Party were driven to their resi- 
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dence escorted by thirty motor- 
cyclists. There we saw the famous 
Kalinga drum, which in olden 
days, was the most sacred object 
in Ruanda. Like a person of great 
renown it was carried in a porta- 
ble chair, hidden from curious 
eyes by long white draperies, and 
was accompanied by mysterious 
but graceful pitchers which are a 
symbol of authority here. 


In the afternoon a crowd estim- 
ated at more than twenty thous- 
and, crushed around the bounda- 
ries of the stadium. The first event 
was the laying of the corner stone, 
which was blessed by Bishop Per- 
raudin. Numerous presents were 
then offered ranging from pretty 
little baskets of exquisite pattern 
to rich gifts in silver work. 

At about four o’clock the Royal 
Pages made their energetic ap- 
pearance. Two hundred and fifty 
of them performed a dance. They 
were, as always, a delight for their 
audience. A great applause was re- 
ceived for the gymnastic display 
of the inter-racial Usumbora Col- 
lege. 

In the evening the minor semi- 
narians presented a_ historical 
play of Ruanda. To the sound of 
silver trumpets the evening’s en- 
tertainment commenced. A fire 


was lit and young boys in scarlet 
apparel carrying torches _ per- 
formed the dance of the Volcan- 
oes. The world of botany was por- 
trayed by some delightful young- 
sters displaying fine skill in ballet. 
The Batwa — the hunters, the 
Bahutu — the agriculturists, the 
Batutsi — the shepherds, yes, all 
were represented in mime, dance, 
and song. It is interesting to no- 
tice that all these peoples are now 
united under one King. 


We then saw the darker side of 
the country’s history in the form 
of famine, war, and illness. Our 
spirits were once more lifted by 
the arrival of the missionaries, who 
were welcomed with these words 
from the King: “I will judge you 
from your actions.” The Faith 
progressed rapidly and the King 
asked to be baptized. We learned 
that during the famine of 1943 the 
King asked for and received help 
from the Belgian Government. He 
later took energetic measures to 
organize agriculture in the area. 
This was the stepping stone for 
further rapid development. 

A hymn composed especially for 
the occasion was sung by the sen- 
ior seminarians to close the eve- 
ning. 


Two days later celebrations 
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OUR FRONT COVER 


Represents the refined and noble profile of Queen 
Rosalia, the wife of King Mutara. Queen Rosalia 
is a very good and zealous Catholic like the King. 
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A cow is presented to the King. 


were still in full swing, musical 
evenings with herds of cows on 
show. Their horns and heads were 
gaily decorated with multi-colored 
ribbons, their tails splendidly set 
off with raffia. These beasts seemed 
to realize their own importance as 
they passed the Royal Enclosure 


followed by the cow-men carrying 
their struggling calves. In tradi- 
tional manner the final day ended 
with songs and dances from the 
women and princesses. Poets and 
orators had their opportunity to 
sing the glories of the King and 
of Ruanda. 


Young girls desirous of devoting their lives to the 
salvation of African souls as White Sisters, should 


apply for information to: 


MOTHER SUPERIOR 
WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Mary GLENN R-D-2 


FRANKLIN, PA. 
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AFRICA’S NEW LOOK 


a 
Camping out. The drum... not the bugle . . . announces the dawning of a 
new day. 
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Full dress parade. 
Here they have an 
admiring audience 
keeping in step 
with them. 


erence bg 


Pore 


ee 


re SE ney ae MN : 2 a 
at oe eerie ae Ben: ee ee ee bo ee ; Geet ee ee ie Seen ee 
ce ag tener all cee tere ae e Sighs crs cee ic) =e See eae ES) Seat <i ty 2S ie ea eee ea ST Saale i ale 
‘: ae eh ye aie a) : Sve ee Ly Se ene i hors peli fp 
min Aw ee —— 
: ‘ 4 
. 
f t é ial a 
‘ : # 
? = : Pa 9 . ~ ie 
| , +. : 4 me est a . _—_e + i 7 ie 
ei « ba ne ‘ Pe ‘ . : 
(i 7 , oem 7 “) ia %, 
i a bee. ‘ a : : . 
eo Wl ‘ * 2 , 
AY el eee (4 6.” : 
a ie Wet. wou ‘a ape a a. y ; 
ad a ge an tae é ¢ eg we iG G a . . i oe a cae), A 
Beer tea * A Nine as Ee ig, 7 oe 

| a ae ay Re ae 2 4 a 

j ie ee a Yee ae = 

se. ee aes | % ae ee ee Sh “Wee, | ieee ee auch : 
ah ae Re oa ; Tot ace “y a eS me te cee Ts 3 
ete eke oa ee 41 See ek. ee oe ee ae 
ge ag: ob 1 eR Seg ee 

ite: i poe | ar ge » | Be e 

Pelle bee » pees ee | a. lla Sle 
RE ge gee ae ‘ee Bi: ah | | ae ne Porn We, 

i eo ee eee 4s agp Se | ei ee ae ite eS oat 
as ast ‘Se: Gy aeamene ee. ah ee ty. Cee : ad <a tie : 
| <i a ae ea ge : = * oe ‘, ie : 

a oes, Po “ ‘ % : ; 
” a at ; 
> ay - *, > * rs a Y » ee a wy 
<P ¥ J » ae pe wi eae ; 
id + ae. | FS. ." eae: pe Se ee Te 
P ‘ : 2 ~ = = we eed a Sent io pen 
ie SDS 2 ae » * aa a ss Ne 4 a : i ie e Pun 
ae ee eee fe: * t *, “a : 4 . i 
: a a ae e- Se, 2 4 ° ». =. yt Se ip 2 Pre A € # 7 me saa 
> > 4, Sl ee ‘ er: Pi aed " a ey oa 
a : an ” ee) z i ies : 2 #5 : = 
ae ting a bit of Nd « ¥ ah , i te then, * Sg) 
; ae pp reciated exer- ne é ag hs ‘& athe Pelee: - Te 
cise to the beat of t- . soe 7 ee : eS bie 
; Fi es 7 ae 7 wf . oe" re E SR Saat SI. sais ‘ ae | : 
en i , wi a 
= Ai a ee eae ee » toe { * ’ tee i. ~~ 7 oe i. 
NE ae i » _ * oe Bm, he | ar 
Pee Se i . on ae ; a 1 es 
en Cor an pay Oe: bis ns . # _ dai ‘ a 4 ge 
‘ rete a a, a % % we 2 = 7 ‘ ~ |) a Sikes “ Ses sl = 
E fs ye Maen 2 _ - ‘ P ¥ bey _ 

: : si rcs ae Br oe m3 ay 3 > a . wile as % es he c 
cee Le es 4 a meet 3 ee Se ; ws 
es a "tem \ sa a - ; : if ro 2 i : oy : =e 
a ge aR . . come Z ; ' a . f sr t s 4 , Boe | ; % 

Se ae PP O4y a Ay # ala ® Pn 

ee A ae Res 3 : vide ok ae 3 , ‘ s -—% 
‘ St ban di? ee as a es iy oe ia et o | s ane are. % oe 
2 ee io Se rae A ie id a oe : Re ile 2 a 
; = Ege ener Be a i ; é 7. a %e ?> 3 ; 
; ve io aes ae? yee oS a ie >= a 
” ps 5 (ee $ & ia So Soper oe a a & 
a ie. eqieaae @ ve widest: is ree Z : ih 3 ee 
- eos ei a ad = a Sh ogi ene Fes hb PY 
rele ae a Sieh Ge eS Fe eee oe ae ak oes iaee Bh eis 
‘. fer amenca pat: Peed, Whe i cee eee es * 
ee ee i mee. i ag ee a eaten th tie “ae Le na = ten 4 : 
i een : me 8 oe. eee ee otatianwe..-.\° Ss Re itt oa cc a> 
ee =) 5 Be Re a 
ei, a in 


Africa wants to build sky 
high . . . with the Scouts 
leading the way. Hearty 
smiles and glowing eyes 
tell of interior springs of 
joy and enthusiasm. 
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Africans lead the 
world in rhythm. 
happily scouting 
gives them a 
chance to indulge 
in their favorite 
pastime. 


Bending low . . . to give you a good look at their meeting house. Their 
emblem gracing the front door is an invitation to the Peace of Christ 
which they strive to radiate. 
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Soup’s on! Everyone’s adding a bit of fuel 
to the fire.. . . appetites are sharp and 
impatient. 
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Sharing the latest joke... 
printed in their own newspaper .. . 
in their own language. 
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The 

Catholic Press 
in the 
Vanguard 

of 
Publications 

in 
Ruanda-Urundi 


It was under the influence of 
His Excellency, Bishop Classe 
apostolic delegate of Ruanda that 
it was decided in 1932 to establish 
the Notre Dame printing shop at 
Kabgayi. 

This decision was brought about 
by the rapid evolution of this 
country of 4 million inhabitants. 
Soon a quantity of all kinds of 
books and pamphlets edited in the 
African languages came out of 
Kabgayi printing presses. 

In this same year the printing 
of the monthly paper “KINYAM- 
ATEKA” began. 

In 1951 a complete turnover in 
the printing shop’s organization 
took place. Under the vigorous and 
competent leadership of the new 
director, the little shop was rap- 
idly transformed into an outstand- 
ing printing establishment. There 
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Stories are fascinating for the children. 


are eight big printing presses. The 
personnel comprises besides a 
White Father and a Brother as 
technical assistant, 72 typograph- 
ers, bookbinders etc. 

There is already an output of 
22,000 copies of the “KINYAM- 
ATEKA” and “HOBE”, the 
monthly for young people, reaches 
a drawing of 35,000 copies. Nu- 
merous books are printed—espec- 
ially school books, of which the 
total drawing has at times reached 
the 200,000 bracket. On the aver- 
age of 10 tons of paper leave the 
shops every month. 


LAVIGERIE PRINTING 
PRESSES AT USUMBURA 

In 1947 His Excellency, Bishop 
Grauls, apostolic delegate to Urun- 
di made arrangements for the 
purchase of the printing machines 
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located at the White Fathers’ 
Mother House in Algeria. Imme- 
diately the construction of a build- 
ing—seemingly enormous at that 
time—was begun at Usumbura— 
but soon it had to be considerably 
enlarged. 


The Lavigerie printing presses 
must supply the necessary school 
books, newspapers and any num- 
ber of small publications such as 
pamphlets. 


Up to 20,000 copies of school 
books and others are published in 
Kiswahili and Kirundi within a 
month. 


The newspapers take up a sub- 
stantial amount of time. “NEW 
TIMES OF AFRICA”, a ten page 
weekly destined for the educated 
African and the European with 
4,500 copies. An eight page semi- 
monthly, “HODI” in Kiswahili 
has 17,000 copies. An eight page 
monthly in Kirundi “NDON- 
GOZI” counts 19,000 subscribers. 
A monthly in Kiswahili, “KIN- 
DUGU” for the young has 25,000 
little readers. To this list we must 
add two pedagogic magazines, one 
in Kiswahili, and the other in 
Kirundi. 


The various projects are direct- 
ed by a White Father and three 
assistant Brothers, aided by 75 
workers. 


THE MARIA DUCE 
PRINTING SHOP AT KITEGA 


It began during the war of 1940 
in answer to the numerous and 
increasing needs of the Vicariates 
of Kitega and Ngozi. The Maria 
Duce printing shop is of great 
help to the Lavigerie Presses of 


Usumbura by its publication of 
simple and inexpensive reading 
books in the Kurundi language, 
and by the printing of two maga- 
zines “INTUMA” periodical of the 
Eucharistic Crusade 3,000 copies 
and the “Family News” (in 
French) alumnae paper for for- 
mer seminarians (600 copies). 


THE PRINTING PRESS OF 
THE BROTHERS OF 
CHARITY 


It functions at Astrida, where 
the Brothers direct an important 
school system. Their printing es- 
tablishment is rather private in 
nature. It takes care mostly of the 
printing of school books used on 
the spot. It equally publishes two 
periodicals “TO SERVE” 900 
copies and the “BULLETIN OF 
JURISPRUDENCE” of the na- 
tive courts of Ruanda-Urundi, 
(500 copies). 


CONCLUSION 


The Catholic press of Ruanda- 
Urundi is far ahead of the others. 
The Protestant influence is incon- 
siderable in this field; the neutral 
and anti-clerical publications des- 
tined for Europeans affect neither 
the majority of the public nor the 
majority of the educated Africans. 

The newspaper “NEW TIMES 
OF AFRICA” has, within two 
vears, acquired a reputation of 
wise and bold aggressiveness in 
favor of the rights of the Africans 
and thus was readily accepted by 
both the educated Africans and 
responsible Europeans. 
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First African Religious 
Congregation of Pontifical Rite 


|" ze ee 


i oes 


The White Sisters rejoice with the Daughters of Mary because of the 
honor bestowed on their Congregation. 


In audience on January 16, 1958, His Holiness Pope Pius XII 
deigned to grant the Decree of Praise to the African Congregation 
of Sisters, the Daughters of Mary. This community is the first insti- | 
tute of Sisters in Africa to become of Pontifical Right. 

The Daughters of Mary known in the vernacular as “Bannabikira,” | 
were founded in 1908 by the Most Reverend Henry Streicher, Vicar 
Apostolic of Uganda. The first aspirants of the community were trained 
by the Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters). By 1925 the 
institute was formally erected as a Congregation of Diocesan Right 
with the special scope of education of African girls. Today they number 
438 Professed Sisters and 29 Novices in 43 convents in the Dioceses 
of Masaka, Rubaga and Mbarara. 
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Little Maria practices holding 
her tongue at just the right angle, 
hoping that Jesus will soon come 
to her. Hundreds of others like 
Maria come from distant villages 
and stay at the MUGIGI for six 
months to prepare for their First 
Holy Communion. During this 
time these little ones must be fed 
and clothed. It is quite a problem 
for our Sisters. 


Would you not like to help feed 
and dress them? Our dear Lord, 
who considers as done for Himself 
what we do for others, would 
surely bless and reward you as 
He only can. You would also share 
the prayers of the First Communi- 
cants. 


Waite Sisters, 319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, N. J. 


Dear Sisters, 


I am sending you an offering to help feed and clothe the little 
First Communicants. 


Name 


Address 
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A Royal Drum in Ruanda. 
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